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recourse to the force of arms, if their demands should be
disregarded. They soon followed their messengers at the
head of their troops.

The Malla princes, on receiving those messages, con-
sulted among themselves as to what was to be done. They
agreed that, the relics of Buddha being the most valuable
possessions in the world, they would not part with them.
Many angry words were exchanged among contending
parties. They were almost ready to draw the sword when
a celebrated pounha, named Daima, made his appearance.
He stood on an elevated spot, and making a sign with his
hand, began to speak in a language calculated to soothe
the irritation of the parties. Great was his influence over
all, since there was scarcely a man in the island of Dzam-
poudipa who did not acknowledge Dauna as his teacher.
"0 kings and princes," said he, "hear one word that I
have to say to you. Our most excellent Buddha always
extolled the virtue of forbearance; but you are ready to
fight for the possession of his relics. This is not good.
Let all of you be now of one mind, with cheerful disposi-
tions. I will divide the relics into eight equal portions.
Let every one be ever solicitous to multiply in all direc-
tions dzedis in honour of him, who was possessed of the
five visions, that many may feel affection for the most
excellent one." Dauna went on explaining more fully the
two stanzas he had recited, saying: " 0 kings and princes,
our most excellent Buddha, previous to his obtaining the
Buddahship, whilst he was even an animal, still more a
man and a Nat, practised the virtue of patience; he
always recommended it in all his subsequent preachings.
How could you have recourse to open violence, to warlike
weapons, for his relics ? You are kings of eight countries ;
come to a quiet and peaceable arrangement on this sub-
ject ; speak to each other words of peace and good-will.
I will have the relics divided into eight equal parts. You
are all equally worthy to receive your share."

The kings, on hearing the words of Dauna, came to the